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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTLEHT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
US  DA  WiR  BOARD 
State  College,  New  Mexico 


FARM  WAR  NEWS 
February  10,  1945  NO.  127 

(Note  to  County  Chairmen:     Ordinarily  we  attempt  to  write  about  twice  as  long 
a  column  as  any  newspaper  can  be  expected  to  print.    Furthermore,  the  column 
usually  includes  some  stories  that  are  applicable  in  only  two  or  three  counties 
in  the  state.    An  editor  will  be  more  likely  to  use  the  column  if  you'll  cut 
out  all  stories  except  those  that  will  interest  his  readers.    Our  suggestion 
is  that  you  cut  the  column  to  two  or  two  and  a  half  typewritten  panes  and  have 
your  stenographer  retype  it  before  turning  it  in. 

We  sincerely  appreciate  the  cooperation  you  have  shown  in  getting  the  column 
to  local  newspapers'.) 

EXPLAINS  CCC  FCLICY 

Reminding  producers  that  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  prefers  not  to 

take  title  to  com modi tied  under  loan,   ,  chairman  of 

the   County  AAA  Committee,  pointed  out  today  that  it  is  to  farmer's 

advantage  to  move  commodities  into  regular  trade  channels  whenever  practical, 

"While  COG  loans  insure  producers  of  the  full  benefits  of  support  pro .7 rams, 
it's  best  to  redeem  loan  collateral  before  maturity,"  he  said,    "This  helps 
maintain  normal  trade  outlets,  continues  orderly  marketing, ' and  makes  full  use 
of  available  cars  in  moving  crops  before  the  next  harvest." 

It  is  CCC's  policy  to  encourage  producers  to  redeem  loans  whenever  they 
can  do  it  "without  losing  money, 

rO*TLTTi  MARKET  V^ILL  BE  STRO.'G 

Strong  civilian  and  military  demand  should  keep  wholesale  and  retail 
prices  of  poultry  meat  near  price  .ceiling  levels  for  the  next  six  months. 

f.;.      3  A3  for  heip;  technicians  a;,e  suited 

Requests  for  technical  help  in  improving  irrigated  lands  in  the  newly 
organised  losvell  and  Hagerman-Dcxter  soil  conservation  districts  are  coming 
in  so  fast  tiiat  SCS  technicians  working  with  the  districts  are  unable  to  keep 
up  with  them. 

The  two  chief  demands  are  for  land  leveling  and  rearrangement  of  irrigation 
systems.    I  -..:y  of  the  farmers  have  their  own  heavy  equipment  and  onlv  need  the 
help  of  agricultural  engin  ers  in  planning  the  jobs. 
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4-H  rARCHES  ON  '  '  - 

Local  loaders  of  4-H  clubs,  county  agents,  and  emergency  war  food  assistants 

in  New  Mexico  are  polishing  up  their  tom-toms  in  preparation  for  a  membership 

club 

drive  during  national  4-H/week,    During  the  week  club  leaders  will  also  tell 
their  communities  about  4-H  work. 

"They'll  have  plenty  to  talk  about,"  Hiss  Rosemary  Gilbert,  acting  state 
club  specialist,  says.  "Since  Pearl  Harbor  4-H  clubs  have  'had  an  outstanding 
record  for  war  work.  And  we  haven't  had  to  worry  about  juvenile  delinquency. 
Four-H  boys  and  girls  haven't  time  to  be  problem  children," 

Since  Pearl  Harbor  club  members  have  purchased  and  sold  $140,000,000  worth 
of  war  bonds,  have  collected  300,000,000  pounds  of  scrap,  and  have  canned 
47,000,000  quarts  of  food.    National  4-H  achievements  also  include  400,000  acres 
of  victory  gardens,  800,000  acres  of  food  crops,  33,000,000  poultry,  300,000 
dairy  cattle,  and  1,600,000  hogs,  beef  cattle  and  other  livestock. 

MACHINERY  PRO  DUE TI 0U  U-GS 

American  farmers  can  expect  considerably  less  new  machinery  this  year. 
Schedules  for  machinery  production  call  for  about  the  same  amount  of  machinery 
and  attachments  and  more  repair  parts  than  were  produced  last  year,  but  production 
is  now  lagging  about  2  5  per  cent  behind  schedule. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRICES  HI  T  HIGH  LEVEL 

Mid- Januar1"  prices  received  by  farmers  were  at  the  highest  level  since 
August,  1920,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.     They  were  201 
per  cent  of  the  August,  1909 — July,  1914  average.     Farm  product  prices  averaged 
117  per  cent  of  rarity  on  January  15, 

COPPER  WIRE  SUPPLIES  MATERIALLY  REDUCED 

Because  copper  wire  supplies  are  still  shrinking,  farmers  may  oven  have 
difficulty  buying  copper  wire  with  certificates.     The  Y<TA  allotment  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1945  is  the  smallest  allocation  since  the  program  began. 
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Unless  military  requirements  decrease,  there  is  no  immediate  hope  for 
larger  supplies. 

FARMERS  AND  RANCHERS  YJILL  GET  TREES 

More  than  124,000  trees  and  shrubs  arc  now  being  distributed  to  New  Mexico 
farmers  and' ranchers  through  their  soil  conservation  districts.    Most  of  the 
soodlings,  which  will  be  set  out  during  February,  will  be  used  in  windbreaks  and 
in  stream  bank-pro  too  "hi  on  work. 

Although  the  misconception  that  "trees  won't  grow  in  New  Mexico"  still 
persists;  scores  of  thriving  plantings  arc  answering  the  old  argument,  according 
to  C:  Svendby,  chief  of  the  regional  forestry  division  of  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service-,    Supplemental  viator  is  essential  to  success,  he  explained,  but  plenty 
of  moisture  can  usually  be  supplied  by  diverting  to  the  trees  run-off  water  from 
adj&oent  fields,  pastures,  or  roadside  ditches. 

The  54  species  of  trees  ard  shrubs  which  are  being  distributed  to  the 
districts  were  produced  at  the  SCS  nursery  north  of  Albuquerque. 

QOVERElffiNT  SEEKS  MORE  TIEAT  FOI^  FIGHTING  W 

Two  recent  government  actions  arc  designed  to  step  up  meat  procurement  for 
the  armed  forces  ar.d  to  improve  distribution  of  better  grade  beef  to  civilians. 

Non-federally  inspected  slaughterers  cannot  collect  a  government  subsidy  on 
a  greater  weight  of  cattle    and  calves  than  they  slaughtered  last  year  or  on  more 
than  70  per  cent  of  the  weight  of  hogs.    Although  more  than  half  of  the  beef 
production  of  federally  inspected  plants  is  now  going  to  the  armed  forces  and 
government  agencies,  government  requirements  are  not  b:ing  met.  Set-aside 
increases  tend  to  increase  the  proportion  of  animals  slaughtered  in  non-fedora lly 
inspected  plants. 

Because  some  packers  have  turned  almost  exclusively  to  high-grade  carcasses 
during  the  war,  OPA  lias  placed  a  limit  on  the  percentage  of  good  and  choice 
cattle  that  packers  can  kill  during  February  and  March. 
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EEMAJJD  FOR  EGGS  VJILL  COmCTg  HI  GK 


Fervors  will  get  at  least  as  much  money  for  eggs  during  the  next  few  months 
as  they  did  during  the  same  months  in  1944,  USDA  analysts  believe.    Because  of  re 
duced  supplies  of  meat,  civilian    demand  for  eggs  should  continue  high.  In 
addition,  there  are  about  10  per  cent  fewer  hens  on  farms  than  there  were  last 

MORE  FEED  FOR  FEVER  LIVESTOCK 
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The  improved  feed  situation  is  indicated  by  larger  grain  stocks  in  all 
storage  positions  than  a  year  ago.    Stocks  of  wheat  "on  January  1  were  uP  two 
per  cent,  corn  nine  r>cr  contend  oats  6  per  cent.  %  Barley  supplies  were  down 
two  per  cent. 

At  the  same  time,  the  nation's  livestock  population  is  much  smaller  than 
last  year. 
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